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Roots

Elwyn Tinklenberg grew up near Pease, a Dutch farming community in central Minnesota, where

his early jobs included pulling mustard weeds
trapping gophers. Along with his two brothers and sister, El attended high school in Milaca. Mar-

ried and starting a family, El earned his ba

and completed his Master of Divinity at United Theological Seminary of the Twin Cities.

A Call to Puhlic Service

In 1978 El was ordained by the United Methodist Church. He was soon appointed to a Blaine
congregation where he served for 8 years. Seeing the impact of economic issues on the members of
his church, he realized that more could be done to help families at the community level. As he be-
came increasingly involved in local economic development initiatives, he was encouraged to run for
City Council. With the support of his congregation, El was elected to the Blaine City Council in
1982 and reelected in 1984. In 1986 he stepped down from his pastoral appointment to serve as
Mayor of Blaineand begin a new career as a manager with Anoka County.

As a pastor and as Mayor, El sought to transform community divisions into innovative solutions. A

prime example occurred when Blaine was split over how to address a lack of local affordable hous-

i ng. El recalls, “The Catholic Church was wol
able housing for vulnerable and special-needs adults, but there were a number of community

members vocally opposed to the project. We were able to shepherd people through a series of pub-

lic hearings in a way that helped them move beyond their initial negative reactions to see that the

community should have room for all kinds of people. They could embrace housing that supported

a broader range of needs and it would not be
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PGA Champions Tour events, drawing tens of thousands of visitors each summer. The Club has
anchored the development of significant housing and retail projects, helping to put Blaine on the

map as a destination city with diverse housing options, good jobs, and a strong local economy.

The Road to Change

As Mayor, El gained a reputation as an expert on transportation issues, and in 1999 he was ap-
pointed Transportation Commissionerby Independence Party Governor Jesse Ventura. While
managing the daily operations of the department's 5,500 employees and $2 billion annual budget,
El led the development of a regional commuter plan, achieved a short-term doubling of the state
transportation budget, and worked with the legislature to secure funding for Minnesota's first light

rail.

After MNDOT, El served for two years as an expert consultant to the U.S. DepartmenbfTrans-
portation. In the Joint Programs Office of the Federal Highway Administration and as staff to the
Department’s Management Counci |, he worked t
emerging technologies that have led to new intersection controls and security, and routing and

navigation systems in cars.

As a board member for the American Public Transportation Associationfrom 2003-2005, El

served on the Rail Transit Subcommittee in support of transit development and funding.

In 2003, with his wife and partner Terti Neely Tinklenberg, El founded The Tinklenberg Group
in Blaine, which conducts transportation planning, project development and implementation, gov-
ernment relations, and public involvement with coalitions, research institutions, construction in-

dustries, commercial interests, and the U.S. Department of Transportation.

The Group provides consulting services to a variety of public and private clients, including manag-

ing the Highway 10/169 Corridor CoalitionThe coalition coordinates planning efforts along one

of the largest traffic corridors in the Sixth District. This project requires enormous public involve-

ment, achieved through articulating a clear vision for the region and building a broad coalition of
citizen groups and elected officials. Creat i
leadership style.

El is the father of two sons and one daughter with his late wife, stepfather of three children with

his wife Terri, and grandfather of seven. Terri and El live in Blaine, where their families combined
residence in 1992. Two of Terri’s children ar
manager and Aaron Richey is the campaign’s vi



